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Minutes:  February 18, 2021 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Anita Allen
Jason Chamlee
Keith Coombs
Gary Dangel
Cindy Fischer
Kathryne Gardette

Patricia Garry
Joshua Goodwin
Christina Hartlieb
Daisy Jane
Ray Johnson
William Johnson

Samir Kulkarni
Anne Leeman
Gary Lebman
Tim MacConnell
Fred Orth
Jason Radachi

Sahir Rama
Samantha Reeves
Officer Roper-Issa
Martin Rotland
Michael Rountree
Jennifer Young

 

Opening:
Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:06 AM. This meeting was held as a video conference using Zoom software.

Minutes from the January 21, 2021 meeting were approved, Tim MacConnell 1st, Keith Coombs 2nd. 

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell indicated that we have opened up two additional separate accounts, one dedicated to 
funding of flower pots (beautification, $1,200) and one for the 5K race in October ($500). The remaining balance in our main 
account is $5,299. Invoices for the sponsored flower pots are being sent, with about half having gone out. The first Parks 
Department invoice will be due in March, as the installation date will be March 20th.

Committee Reports:

Beautification – Samir Kulkarni
The list of current sponsors for flower pots was reviewed, with commitments to fund 18 of them initially, 20 after additional 
commitments during the meeting. It was clarified that the sponsorship cost is $200 and this amount goes into a general pool of 
funds rather than towards a specific pot, and also that sponsorship includes a $50 rebate on WHBG membership dues for the 
year. Anne Leeman noted that Green Man Park has been helping out with beautification by other means as they maintain the 
park.

We have been looking into banners throughout the business district as a means of conveying identity, whether mounted on poles
or on buildings. A preliminary estimate is that each banner would be $120 to $180 installed, and we need to look into Zoning 
Code implications. Walnut Hills has a basic logo already that can be used for now, though we might consider a graphic design 
competition sometime in the future.

Fred Orth announced a planned Clean-Up on April 10th with about 40 U.C. students expected to participate. They will convene 
at Green Man Park at 9:00 AM. Gary requested that they include Oak, Melrose, as well as Lincoln, and Samir suggested they 
include Taft, especially at Hemlock and Stanton.

Communications & Membership – Sahir Rama
Sahir is continuing to send out reminders to renew as well as contacting new prospects. Having a way to take payments online 
would be beneficial, but we would need to set up an online account with a payment service like PayPal or VenMo. Social Media
efforts will be taken over by Jared Theobald going forward, splitting off a  Communications committee separate from 
Membership.

Events – Samir Kulkarni
The 5K Peebles Run is set for Oct. 17, 2021, which is the week before the Flying Pig. The Police programming department have
put many community events on hold due to the pandemic; Samir said that he could send an update later in the month.

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni
Members were asked to consider three suggested improvments that we can champion or put our energy behind, and Samir gave 
some examples including slowing down traffic on McMillan, activating Green Man Park, and provision of bike racks. Anne said
wearewalnuthills.org Page 1 of 2



Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

that Green Man Park has had success during summer months, and would welcome the opportunity to have live music that is 
regularly scheduled. Other ideas for the park include various classes such as Tai-Chi or Yoga, and Anne said that they may task 
an intern with scheduling. Samir noted that another improvement he would like to see would be the relocation of overhead wires
to run either behind buildings or underground if possible.

Samir asked members to send any additional ideas to him or to Michael Rountree, and a list will be compiled for next month's 
meeting.

Safety – Officer Roper-Issa
There were certain assaults against female victims that were reported last month, but there have not been any more recently. 
People are encouraged to use the buddy system during late hours and to report suspicious activity. Officer Roper-Issa noted that 
there are many who are new to the community, and we are seeing a rise in thefts from autos. The Police will resume the practice
of handing out pink “report cards” to those who may be leaving potential valuables where they can be seen in the car. Cindy 
also reported that there was a vehicle stolen on Bolton Avenue, which had been left unlocked and keys inside; the perpetrators 
were just trying door handles to find one unlocked. The vehicle in this case was recovered.

Samir asked about a form that could be filled out by a business owner who may have their own security cameras that could be 
made available to the Police. Officer Roper-Issa said that the gentleman who oversaw that program has retired, but she would 
look into it. Samir also asked whether Police substations were still a viable strategy, and Officer Roper-Issa replied that while 
WH had a substation in prior years, it is no longer a thing that CPD will do. Instead, there may be other options such as directed 
patrols.

Samir wondered whether an after-hours phone tree might be worthwhile. Officer Roper-Issa said there is a “Next Door” 
communication tree that has been implemented elsewhere. She also commented that the Police do not always have a contact 
number on file for businesses after hours. Anita mentioned activity that she has been seeing on Oak at Melrose and Gilbert, and 
the Police are aware and keeping an eye on it.

CNBDU / NBDIP – No Report

Other Matters:
Tim said that Kathy Atkinson approached him to consider joining the group that will work with Model Group to guide the 
development of the former Kroger building and lot. Tim said that it would be more appropriate for WHBG to select its 
representative to this group, and nominated Samir Kulkarni for this role. Motion to appoint Samir to this role was approved, 1st 
Tim MacConnell, 2nd Michael Rountree.

Gary Lebman presented the request for variance that Pickled Pig is seeking, in order to allow outdoor seating within a fenced 
rear yard. Off-street parking should not be affected by the use as a seating area. A Zoning hearing has not yet been scheduled, 
and WHBG will vote on a letter of support at the next meeting.

Jason Chamlee from Model Group presented the developing plans for the former Kroger parking lot, which has been improved 
in terms of lighting, fencing, and resurfacing to serve as managed public parking. New buildings that front Gilbert and 
McMillan would include mixed uses and income levels, and they will be looking into 3 to 5 scenarios. Later in the Spring they 
will be able to present a more specific development plan with renderings, but they have no formal request to make of WHBG 
yet. It was noted that low-income housing tax credits (LIHTC) will be sought in February to comply with the review schedule, 
whether these are awarded won't be known until May or June.

LIHTC are also being sought for the Pennrose development, which has already been submitted. Samantha shared a link to a 
presentation regarding Pennrose, at Lincoln and Gilbert. This presentation is available at:

 https://walnuthillsrf.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Lincoln-Gilbert-2021.2.4.pdf

Samantha reminded members to attend the WHAC's Planning Committee meeting which occurs the first Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 PM. There is much more time to discuss projects at that meeting.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 10:25 AM.
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