
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  December 17, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Cindy Fischer
Kathryne Gardette
Samir Kulkarni

Tim MacConnell
Julie Martin
Lola Miller

Sahir Rama
Samantha Reeves
Michael Rountree

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:05 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software.

Minutes from the November 19, 2020 meeting were approved, Samir Kulkarni 1st, Tim MacConnell 2nd. 

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell was that the balance is now $6,549.96 after collecting dues from some new 
members. Tim is updating the roster to show those who have paid for the current year in green, others in red; Samir 
said that he will make the roster document (a Google Sheet) publicly  shareable so that Michael can send out a link. 
There was discussion about whether dues should be calendar-year or anniversary-based, noting that we are calendar-
based currently. Tim would prefer it be based on the member's anniversary month, but Samir noted that this would be 
more time-intensive to track. It was clarified that technically members do not have voting rights until they have 
renewed, and that a member joining in December will be credited for the full upcoming year. Tim said that he is 
willing to make calls to remind members to renew, and Cindy said that she can help in that regard. 

Committee Reports:

Communications & Membership – No Formal Report

After calling the meeting to order, two new members in attendance introduced themselves. Julie Martin is the sole 
proprietor of Sweetheart Interiors, having moved to Walnut Hills in October, and is looking for office space in the 
neighborhood. Lola Miller is with the Schwarz Chicken & Waffles Food Truck that sets up in various locations.

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

We were unable to do any form of holiday street lighting for two reasons: expense, at about $15k and a required 3-
year contract for an outside vendor; and the fact that there is no usable electric service in streetscape poles or planters.

We have been working with the Parks Dept. to make use of about 30 planters throughout the neighborhood, who will 
split the $400 per pot overall cost with us (we provide $200 per pot) to get those pots painted, planted, watered and 
maintained throughout 2021. While these pots are somewhat scattered, Parks Dept. is developing a plan that will 
bring them back to the core of the business district. Commitments to adopt-a-pot have been made by Solica 
Construction, Keller-Williams, Model Group/Poste, Artworks, First Step Home, Sweetheart Interiors, and 
millergardette. There was discussion of offering some credit towards WHBG membership dues for those that choose 
to adopt, with agreement on a $50 credit; also the list of sponsors will be added to the web site. Tim said the Parks 
Dept. will begin by collecting the pots to get them painted, and Michael suggested that the gray color be coordinated 
with the color scheme that Gary developed for website and other branding.

Events – Samir Kulkarni

The 5K Run/Walk that was postponed from 2020 is still on the backburner, and Samir has confirmed with Ben (race 
consultant) that we are committed to the weekend in October 2021.
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Samatha Reeves said that the virtual event hosted by WHRF is live, called “Inside Walnut Hills”. This is a series of 
videos with the third video coming out in a couple of weeks. Intended to serve as a fundraiser for WHRF, the videos 
can be viewed at https://ioby.org/project/inside-walnut-hills.

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni

Samir commented that some community presentations that go before WHAC should present to us as well, or that we 
should at least get notice of the WHAC meeting so that we can plan to attend. Kathryne said that the best venue for 
discussion of these kinds of development proposals is at the WHAC's Planning and Development Committee meeting,
which is at 6:30 PM on the first Thursday of each month. In the January committee meeting, Model Group will 
present plans for development at the former Kroger parking lot, which will include 50 units of subsidized affordable 
housing that faces Gilbert, separate from market-rate units that will go where the footprint of the former store is now. 
Samantha said that the project scores well on QAP criteria, and their proposal is due February 11. Samantha also said 
that the January meeting will include discussion of the Penrose project at Gilbert & Lincoln.

Samantha said that there are also opportunities to discuss bike lanes and meters, based on emails received from the 
City, and Kathryne noted that there was an email from Mel regarding locations of crosswalks, that Samir had not yet 
seen. Michael agreed to sent out a reminder email to our members before the end of each month.

Artworks is now in Walnut Hills, as is Manifest Station and Daisy Jones Flower Truck. Samantha said that WHRF is 
still working towards demolition of the former Kroger building, and is seeking funding through the Hale Foundation 
to do a “Meanwhile Market” in that location. They hope for a Spring 2021 launch of the Meanwhile Market, which 
will activate the space until permanent redevelopment can begin.

Samir said that he has tried to contact PNC bank to discuss its role at Peebles Corner, but has not yet heard back. He 
would also like to contact U.C. Real Estate regarding their neighboring property, but does not have a contact; 
Samantha said that she may be able to look through older WHRF records to find an old contact.

CNBDU / NBDIP – No Report

 

Other Matters:

Kathryne said that WHAC is intending to establish its meeting schedule for 2021 during the next month, and asked 
whether WHBG intends to continue to host meetings via Zoom with the same login credentials, etc. Samir replied that
we do not intend to make any changes and will continue the same online meeting format for the foreseeable future.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:55 AM. 
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