
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  November 19, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Brent Gallaher
Kathryne Gardette
Christina Hartlieb

Samir Kulkarni
Tim MacConnell
Fred Orth

Sahir Rama
Samantha Reeves
Michael Rountree

Kate Zieverink

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:03 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software. 

Minutes from the October 22, 2020 meeting were approved, Sahir Rama 1st, Kate Zieverink 2nd. 

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell was that the balance has increased by $50 from new member dues. Tim has 
spoken with the Parks department about servicing of flower pots, and their price to do so would be $200 per pot (50% 
of $400 per pot full price) if we wish to engage their services. Samir stated that has spoken with Model Group about 
joining, and also has a dues check from Dohn School to hand over for deposit. 

Officer Elections:

As was announced during the October meeting, the motion was made to elect a slate of candidates consisting of the 
current officeholders (Samir Kulkarni, Tim MacConnell, and Michael Rountree). Motion was made by Michael 
Rountree 1st, Samir Kulkarni 2nd, and this slate of three candidates was elected unanimously. 

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni, Brent Gallaher

Samir said that he has spoken with the City's Urban Forestry department, and was told that we have a permit for 
holiday decorations, but we cannot have electrical cords across a sidewalk. There is no available electrical feed at the 
moment, Kathryne confirmed that existing poles do not include power outlets. There may be solar-powered options at 
a cost of approximately $100 per tree, and wrapping professionally could cost upwards of $14,000. Therefore, 
whatever is done will need to be done separately by individual businesses, though we might suggest certain standards.
Samir suggested that we might consider power upgrades as a future improvement project. Sahir asked whether we 
could explore non-electrical options, and Brent mentioned large snowflakes hung from poles. Brent agreed to send 
options to Samir for consideration.

Flower pots have been well intentioned, but with limited success. Some business owners have not liked the smell, and
maintenance has been hard to keep up. Tim repeated that the Parks Department can split the cost of $400 per pot. In 
2018 when we had them handle plantings, we had 20 pots, but now there is no limit to the number of pots they can 
service. There would be 3 plantings, Spring, Summer and Fall, and they can paint the pots if we provide the paint. 
Samantha reminded all that some pots have been decorated by volunteer youth, so we should be sensitive. Kathryne 
said that some pots by the Dillard building and Fireside Pizza were maintained by them in the past, but may now be 
public. Samir noted that maintenance for 20 pots would be $4k, while we have only $1.5k in our operating budget 
through CNBDU; we would need some form of Adopt-A-Pot program. As a priority, Samir recommended 8 to 10 pots
placed around Peebles Corner, with other pots scattered throughout the business district wherever they get adopted. 
Michael asked whether we could start with 8 pots and add to the Parks Dept.'s duties as pots get adopted. Motion to 
provide funding for 8 flower pots (2 per corner) at Peebles was approved, Samir Kulkarni 1st, Kathryne Gardette 2nd. 
Kathryne said that WHAC has also approved funding to cover some flower pots, we should bring Betty Waite into the
conversation and consider how we might deploy the combined funding from both groups. Kate said that she would be 
interested in adopting a pot, and Samir is interested in adopting two.
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Events – Samir Kulkarni

Future cleanup events have been postponed indefinitely, we are encouraged to do such activity on our own to keep the
streets looking clean. Samir stated that we need to make a commitment for a date for the upcoming 5K Run/Walk. The
thrid weekend of October was recommended by our race planning consultant, so it was agreed to reserve October 17th,
2021, for “The Peebles 5K”.

Communications & Membership – No Report

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni

Samatha said that Model Group has been attending the WHAC Planning & Development committee meetings on the 
first Thursday each month (6:30 PM via Zoom), and they have contracted with Yard and Kathy Atkinson for 
community engagement. Samantha promised further updates in December. Updates will also be forthcoming 
regarding the Alexandra apartments and the former Kroger site, expect to see news December 3rd. Check the WHAC 
Facebook page for meeting info, and Samatha said she would send a Zoom link to Tim.

The Durner Building is still on hold, as final design is being worked on. Windows from the old 5/3rd building have 
been removed to be placed on display in their museum.

CNBDU / NBDIP – Samir Kulkarni

Members were asked to vote on our proposed request for operating funds from CNBDU, which this fiscal year may 
total $3,500. The spending categories are $1500 for 5K Run/Walk, $1200 for Beautification, $500 for website and 
P.O. Box, $200 for design and printing costs (membership), and $100 for reimbursement of CNBDU dues. Motion to 
approve these spending categories and submit our request was approved, Samir Kulkarni 1st, Michael Rountree 2nd. 

Other Matters:

Kathryne mentioned that we have been invited to participate in the “Found Forest” endeavor by 3CDC, together with 
the Cincinnati Ballet and Art Museum, and others. This will be a tree set up somewhere downtown, as a holiday 
decoration. They may reach out to us for input.

Kathryne also mentioned that Daisy's Flower Truck is opening up at the corner of McMillan and Chatham, and this 
weekend we can get pie and flowers, as they are working with Frisch's.

Brent said that Cafe Vivace has been approved for outdoor seating, though the weather may discourage it.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:58 AM. 
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