
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  October 22, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Christina Hartlieb
Samir Kulkarni

Tim MacConnell
Fred Orth

Sahir Rama
Michael Rountree

Jerod Theobald

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:14 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software. The meeting date was delayed by one week as Samir was unable to host the Zoom 
meeting on October 15th.

Minutes from the September 17, 2020 meeting were approved, Tim MacConnell 1st, Michael Rountree 2nd. 

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell was that the balance remains $6,349.96. Tim talked to Cindy about the fact 
that our funding requests  for 2020 were not submitted to CNBDU. She said she has not been getting notices of their 
meetings. For the current budget year, Samir and Tim agreed to have an executive committee meeting with Cindy to 
make sure that submission deadlines are met. Samir reminded all that the planned 5K Run next year will be capital-
intense, and we will need to make use of CNBDU funds. 

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

The neighborhood cleanups seemed to be successful at first, until the summer weather became an issue. People were 
coming from outside the neighborhood, and they were a chance to connect with people as well as improve the 
neighborhood. November 14th will be the next Social Distancing Cleanup event, as was discussed last month. We have
supplies, just need manpower. We will meet at May Square, to go out in teams from 9:30 to 11:30 AM.

Events – Samir Kulkarni

Samir brought up holiday decorations, as he has spoken with Brent from Cafe Vivace, who is eager to do something. 
Some communities coordinate decoration efforts through their community councils. Samir said that businesses should
participate on their own. Jerod suggested some form of storefront decorating contest with a prize of $100; Samir said 
that he will talk to Brent about presenting a proposal for neighborhood decorations by the next WHBG meeting. Tim 
asked whether we might need any approvals from the City, and Michael expressed concern that it might be too late to 
coordinate a cohesive event. Samir will contact the City to figure out what might be involved in putting up lights.

Communications & Membership – Fred Orth

It may be time to appoint a different person to chair this committee, to help Fred. Michael said that Crystal Kendrick 
has previously expressed interest in helping with this, and said he would email her contact information to Fred.

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni

722/724 McMillan should be finishing this month, with a tenant named “Milk Jar” that serves bubble tea and ice 
cream opening their third location. First Financial is open, as is Esoteric Brewing, who has a great outdoor patio. Tim 
said he has heard a lot of questions about when Esoteric would open; the unoccupied space on the corner (which is 
Aperture) may contribute to the misunderstanding that they aren't open. Samir agreed that they haven't done the best 
job getting word out, and Sahir suggested they might consider a Grand (re)Opening in the Spring after CoVid is better
under control. Tim said that he has heard comments that their marketing should focus on their product, the beer, rather
than on local hiring or other factors.
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There were no updates on Aperture or the Durner Building. May Square is in the design process. Yelo Aple is no 
longer coming, but Fern will be taking their space, coming from College Hill. Ten Tiny Canvasses should be opening 
next month. Green Man Twist has closed for the season. LaSoup is open, and none present had heard about how Brew
House reopening has been going.

There is a container home developer that may be interested in working in the community. Tim said that residential 
development may be an issue for WHAC consideration. Samir presented a number images of different examples of 
shipping container homes, and said that the Business Group's concern is what quality of construction is brought to the 
neighborhood. Michael commented that the transect zoning in the form-based code, that applies to portions of Walnut 
Hills, might govern building form and frontage and pose a challenge.

The WHRF is continuing to work on development plans for the former Kroger site, and Gibraltar will begin 
development of the former Dairy Mart site at Park and McMillan. Samir said that we need to remain involved. Tim 
said that he still attends the WHRF development meetings, though he no longer serves on their Board, but since he 
was unsure of what information might be confidential, he would defer to Samantha Reeves for future reporting.

CNBDU / NBDIP – No Report 

Other Matters:

WHBG officer nominations were discussed, as elections for Chairperson, Treasurer, and Secretary must be held in 
November. Motion to put forward a slate of candidates composed of the current office-holders (Samir Kulkarni as 
Chair, Tim MacConnell as Treasurer, and Michael Rountree as Secretary) was approved, Michael Rountree 1st, Samir 
Kulkarni 2nd.

Fred asked what might have happened with the donut shop; Samir thinks they may have given up.

Samir asked if anyone had contact information for U.C. Real Estate, so that we can talk to them about their facilities 
center. It would be good if it could look less like a dead zone along the street. Also, we might talk with PNC Bank, 
though Tim said that he never got a call back from their representative who had been approached to join WHBG.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:56 AM. 
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