
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  September 17, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Gary Dangel
Sheena Dunn
Kathryne Gardette

Christina Hartlieb
Samir Kulkarni
Tim MacConnell

Samantha Reeves
Michael Rountree
Kate Zieverink

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:10 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software.

Minutes from the August 20, 2020 meeting were approved, Tim MacConnell 1st, Samir Kulkarni 2nd. 

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell was with the receipt of dues from one member, the balance is $6,349.96. 
Kathryne has not been called back yet by Alan at Photonics, in order to resolve an outstanding bill for web site 
services. Kathryne noted that Alan has been downsizing recently, transitioning some clients to a new entity.

Samir noted that Tim needs to connect with Cindy Fischer regarding CNBDU, and Kathryne said there is a deadline 
of October 23rd to make a City budget request. Samantha is planning to attend the meetings for presentation of major 
and minor NBDIP project funding requests. 

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

The neighborhood cleanup that was scheduled for August 29 was canceled, partly due to weather and lack of interest. 
Samir commented that the first two cleanup events seemed successful, and asked what might have changed with 
regards to promotion. Kathryne said that there was an overlap with another cleanup the same day, suggesting that we 
should try to coordinate with Evanston (“Cincy Nice”) and East Walnut Hills(“East Walnut Hills Assembly”). Tim 
asked whether we should solicit help from Keep Cincinnati Beautiful (KCB). Gary suggested that coordination might 
be done through WHAC's Beautification Committee, and we just need to reach out to KCB. Kathryne said that 
Habitat For Humanity is planning to do cleanup on October 10th, but Gary noted they don't intend for it to be a big 
group. For the next cleanup, the second Saturday of the month is preferable so that it occurs soon after the WHAC 
meeting, and it was decided that the next cleanup date will be November 14th.

Samir asked how Halloween is usually handled here in WH, and Kathryne replied that Trunk-Or-Treat events have 
been common. Samir reported that he has had conversations with women in the west side of the neighborhood who 
have seen a male resident hiding, potentially looking for someone to rape. Kathryne said that Officer Roper-Issa is 
away until the 24th, but in her absence reports can be made to Officer Erica Brazile instead. 

Dog crap has been seen near trees and on sidewalks. Samir said he intends to plant hostas around some trees, and 
asked whether we should consider installing “mutt mitt” dispensers. Kathryne and Gary confirmed that there are some
available in Green Man Park, and Samir said he will be installing some and let his tenants know to use them. If we 
wish to fund installation of stands, Kathryne suggested that we could include this cost in a City budget request. 
Kathryne has heard some advocacy for a dog park in WH, which might alleviate these issues somewhat, and 
commented that she has seen more garbage especially at Peebles Corner, in the past few weeks. Tim noted business 
owners responsibility to clean up generally, and Michael suggested that we might develop a flyer to raise awareness. 
Tim asked whether the City has signage that can be deployed. Kathryne commented that there is a $105 fine that the 
City can levy for careless dog owners, but it is unclear how this can be enforced. Samir said that he will be looking 
into the costs for mitt dispensers.
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Communications & Membership – No Report

Events – Multiple Speakers

Kathryne announced Movie Night to occur at Ashland Park the coming Saturday, playing the movie “The Sandlot” at 
around 8:00 PM for an expected attendance of about 20 persons. Christina said that the Harriet Beecher Stowe House 
hosted “Hidden Figures” about two weeks ago, for about 14 viewers, and donations covered the cost. 

Gary said that H&R Block will be hosting a “paint the street” mural event on October 10th to occur in front of 
Frederick Douglass School. Esoteric Brewing was commended for their efforts to collect canned goods, as they are a 
good role model. 

Samantha said that the WHRF's campaign with a series of videos called “Inside Walnut Hills” should launch prior to 
the next WHBG meeting. They have filmed two already and are developing scripts for two more, and are hoping to 
find a second sponsor.

The Harriet Beecher Stowe House will be hosting an online lecture this coming Sunday, for which reservations can be
made on their web site. There is also a walking tour that highlights Walnut Hills' Abolitionist history, with a path that 
is planned to avoid crossing major streets.

Planning & Development – Samantha Reeves

Kathryne reported that October 1st at 6:30 PM will be the first opportunity for public engagement with Model Group 
regarding future plans for the development of the former Kroger building and parking lot. 

Samantha said that she had no word on Aperture. There have been a couple of potential tenants who have reached out 
to WHRF to inquire about available lease space, but since WHRF has low staffing she doesn't feel like they have a 
good sense of the pulse now. Samir encouraged WHRF to share with us so that we can find ways to help.

CNBDU / NBDIP – No Report 

Refer to discussion recorded under Treasurer's Report, above. 

Other Matters:

Sheena asked whether local businesses might have any interest in supporting schools and reaching out to the families 
of new students; she said she will send an email that the officers of WHBG can share.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:48 AM. 
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