
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  August 20, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Gary Dangel
Crystal Kendrick

Samir Kulkarni
Tim MacConnell

Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves

Geoff Sutton

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:06 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software.

Minutes from the July 16, 2020 meeting were approved, Tim MacConnell 1st, Michael Rountree 2nd. 

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell was that there has been no change aside from receipt of dues checks from 
some members, with a balance of approximately $6,300. 

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

There will be another neighborhood cleanup on August 29, to begin at 8:00 AM. Samir asked to be notified by those 
who plan on participating.

Communications & Membership – Samir Kulkarni

Samir said that the Executive Committee will need to discuss what is to be done with this committee. Later in the 
meeting, Crystal Kendrick said that she would be interested in helping out in this regard.

Events – Samir Kulkarni, Samantha Reeves

Samantha announced that, in lieu of the annual Street Food Festival, the WHRF is doing a series of videos called 
“Inside Walnut Hills”. They have filmed two already and are developing scripts for two more, and are hoping to find 
sponsors. The subjects of these videos are some of the entrepreneurs on McMillan and at Paramount Square, the Art 
Walk, and food access. WHRF is considering how to go about distributing 25% of the funds it raises that will be for 
small businesses, possibly pass-through via Mortar.

Gary said that Kathryne Gardette has been working to determine a location and time for a Movie Night. Cutmann 
Barbers / Ashby parking lot pop-ups with cofee and breakfast are occuring on every other Friday from 8:00 to noon, 
as well as monthly on a Saturday. Samir said that planning for the 5K Run/Walk should resume next month.

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni, Samantha Reeves

722/724 McMillan will be open by October. Samantha gave no update on Esoteric or Aperture, though they are 
continuing on track. At the Durner Building, Samantha said that windows bearing the 5/3rd logo will be replaced so 
that those windows can go to their new downtown museum.

The Zoning change for May Square was approved, so design work is going forward. Yelo Aple should open in 
September, and Ten Tiny Canvasses (nail salon) should open by October. The Brew House is not open, Samantha said
she feels that the owners are just being cautious.

Gary mentioned the two new vendors for composting services, Better Bin (residential) and Queen City Commons 
(commercial) with locations on Taft and on Melrose. WHRF is looking to hire one new staffperson to assist with this.

Samantha said that WHRF will present the Poste project at two upcoming WHAC meetings (planning committee on 
the 1st Thursday, and the regular WHAC meeting on 2nd Thursday) and encouraged all to attend. A prior vote for this 
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project was unsuccessful, so the plans have been revised based on community feedback. These market-rate apartments
will bring density that should benefit local businesses. The one-bedroom units will be offered at under 80% AMI, 
while two-bedroom units will be under 100% AMI. The project will need a Zoning change for Phase 2 to match Phase
1, and thus they will be requesting a letter of support from WHAC; Samir invited them to present to WHBG as well.

CNBDU / NBDIP – Samantha Reeves 

The deadline for submission of project funding requests is the end of August, so Samantha asked for a letter of 
support from WHBG. For the Minor ask, WHRF will seek $45k to continue the Gateway Mural project with 
Artworks, as well as add pedestrian lighting along paths to reach 5-Points Alley, and other improvements. There will 
be (4) directional gateways with murals, with possible new locations being across from Pickled Pig or the former 
Ohio Blue Print building. They have secured a matching grant from Urban Blooms to develop a “living mural” with 
plantings included. The mural artwork is not finalized, some examples of potential subject matter were shown. There 
was discussion about whether the artwork should include some amount of inclusive cultural reference, or if it should 
be more abstract or generic, and what kind of review process there might be. 

For the Major ask, WHRF will seek $190k for short- and long-term investments at the former Kroger parking lot, 
since they finally have control over both the building and the 3.5 acre site. A “Meanwhile Market” with tents and/or 
food truck vendors will be supported in the short term, while the building is demolished and design studies are done 
for the site's ultimate use. Michael asked whether there was any imposed timeframe on the expenditure of these funds,
since some portion is designated for developments that would occur several years hence, and Samantha replied that no
such limitations exist, and confirmed that actual spending categories are malleable. Crystal asked about workforce 
training, which she thought was supposed to operate at this location; Samantha replied that the company lined up to 
do this folded. WHRF will be bringing in an operator to manage the Meanwhile Market; Crystal noted that it will be 
good to plan for uses year-round, not just during warm months. Motion to issue a letter of support for both the major 
and minor funding requests as presented was approved, Samir Kulkarni 1st, Michael Rountree 2nd. 

Other Matters:

Samantha said that WHRF will be looking to hire a Community Champion for Food Access.

After logging off from the meeting, Gary sent an email to the meeting attendees with some additional announcements.
The WHRF is seeking ideas from children and adult Walnut Hills residents for Frederick Douglass Street Murals; 
contact gary@walnuthillsrf.org for more information or for an art kit. Habitat For Humanity will have a Home Is Our 
Rock even on October 10, 2020, and Gary said they are looking for project ideas. Free Covid-19 testing by Equitas 
Health Cincinnati was planned for Friday August 21st, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. They are located at 954 E. McMillan, 
and with limited space they asked for pre-registration by calling (513) 815-4475.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:58 AM. 
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