
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  May 21, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Laura Davis
Gary Dangel

Kathryne Gardette
Christina Hartlieb

Samir Kulkarni
Tim MacConnell

Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:05 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software.

Minutes from the April 16, 2020 meeting were approved, Tim MacConnell 1st, Laura Davis 2nd.  

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell indicated no changes since last month, as no renewal dues have been taken in. 
Laura asked whether we should set up a PayPal account, but Tim said that he prefers to receive checks at the P.O. Box
(as noted on website, P.O. Box 6312, Cincinnati Ohio 45206). Samir noted that there is a change in NBD funding, as 
they have asked recipients to revise their budgets to $2550 in lieu of $3200. Michael said that there were several 
outstanding invoices related to the shared WeAreWalnutHills.org website; members discussed how those should be 
paid since the site is shared with WHAC, and Kathryne said that WHAC will pay the full amount then split the 
applicable amounts with WHBG. Gary explained that some of the invoiced amount was due to changes he had 
requested in relation to WHAC's Facebook feed.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

The Social Distancing Cleanup went well, with 25 participants filling 35 trash bags. It was suggested to do it again in 
June, and Laura recommended it be on June 20th, meeting at the same place and time. Christina said that a similar 
cleanup was done around the Harriet Beecher Stowe House, which was effective for at least a few days.

Events – Samir Kulkarni

The 5K Run/Walk has been postponed, the only funds committed thus far have been the retainer for the race 
consultant (Ben Groh). Laura recommended that we postpone for a full year, and Kathryne said that we might 
consider making it part of a larger weekend in conjunction with other events, though Laura noted that doing so could 
cause a competition for volunteers.

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni, Samantha Reeves

722/724 McMillan should be open by September. First Financial Bank is open, but employees are working remotely. 
Samir said that last week the WHAC also voted in favor of a letter of support for the proposed rezoning for May 
Square, and the Zoning meeting with the city is scheduled for June 4th, via Zoom video conference. Yeloatle, a new 
plant store that is expanding from Columbus, will be on the corner of Concord and McMillan.

Samantha said that she had no update on Esoteric Brewing or Aperture, but reported that the Durner building's first 
phase is completed, and they are discussing with Model Group how to proceed towards final phase. Closing is 
expected by the end of June.

Gary said that LaSoup had a soft opening recently, and is serving food each Friday at Douglass School. Samir noted 
that Green Man Twist is open on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Samir asked about Taste of Belgium; Samantha 
said she thought their layout was changed based on zoning, but she doesn't know about retail. Laura said that Brew 
House intends to open June 1st, and Kathryne said that Cafe Vivace will open soon as well, with Mandy Gaines as the 
first guest artist.
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CNBDU – No Report (see mention of reduced funding above, in Treasurer's Report)

Communications & Membership – No Report

Other Matters:

Gary announced that the WHRF will be using some grant money to launch a composting operation, with a locked 64 
gallon bin to which access can be had for some monthly fee, perhaps $10. Laura asked what level of service this 
might provide, and Gary said it will probably exclude meats. The goal is to make recycling and composting more 
accessible to the neighborhood, but an effort to provide services to residents for free did not work out, so they are 
trying an experiment with a business model.

Gary asked how we might work together to try to ease the pain of pandemic closures and help businesses to emerge as
strong as possible. Laura noted that businesses did not close down due to unpopularity and it is difficult to concieve of
a strong opening when there is concern over having too many people gathered. Samir asked about an open-air event, 
and Laura and Kathryne recalled an event a few years ago that involved street closure of part of McMillan. It took 
months of planning but was a great success. Laura also said that the Street Food Festival could be a venue for local 
restaurants to serve food in the open air.

Kathryne suggested that a recurring event, such as Buy 25 Tuesdays (or Take Out Tuesdays) could be a call to action, 
with an incentive such as a “passport” of local businesses to visit, which when completed can be exchanged for a gift 
card to a local business. It was pointed out that there are different types of businesses, not just food service, that have 
been impacted, and there was discussion of the various businesses that have had to close. Samir suggested that some 
retailers, like Beck's Hardware, could have customers place pre-orders through them. Kathryne said that it would be 
best to come up with a catchy name that is inclusive of a variety of businesses, and to structure it such that it functions
throughout the week, not just on Tuesdays.

Once we have a program figured out, Kathryne suggested that we reach out to Channel 9 news to publicize it. Samir 
said that we may need the cooperation of WHAC to enact such a program, and we can also post on social media. Gary
said that WHRF has been doing rotating features of local businesses on its website, but it takes time and is hard for 
their limited staff to keep up with. Kathryne noted that while social media gets about 20% reads, emails still tend to 
get about 80% open rate. Tim asked whether it would make sense to organize by quadrants, perhaps teaming up with 
East Walnut Hills. Samir suggested that each business identify a featured item. Samir said he will look for two 
volunteers to coordinate and develop these ideas further.

Samantha mentioned that Andrew Gomez has asked about potentially using 5 Points Alley for outdoor seating, but 
this will depend on City input. Gomez and Comfort Station have been invited to come up with a plan. Samir asked 
about tables at Green Man Park, but to comply with spacing guidelines, all 6 or 8 tables that were there previously 
may not fit back. Benches were never removed from the park, and people do want to use the space.

Tim asked if there are any safety issues to discuss. Samir reported that Officer Roper-Issa was at the WHAC meeting 
and she said that violent crimes have increased, though overall crime has not increased. This may be due to changes in
which crimes get reported, as for instance child abuse does not get caught with all children being out of school. Tim 
said he believes nuisances like loud motorcycles or ATVs have increased because they think they can get away with it,
and Samir noted that there may be some pent up energy from the past six weeks. Kathryne reported that Officer 
Roper-Issa is now solely assigned to Walnut Hills.

Kathryne announced that the National Coalition of Black Meeting Planners is hosting a Night At The Museum which 
will feature free admission to the Underground Railroad Freedom Center, that night (May 21) at 6:00 PM.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 10:05 AM. 
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