
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  April 16, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Margaret Breidenbaugh
Laura Davis
Laura Davis

Christina Hartlieb
Samir Kulkarni
Tim MacConnell

Fred Orth
Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves

Kate Zieverink

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:20 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software. Meeting start was delayed due to technical issues.

Minutes from the March 19, 2020 meeting were approved, Tim MacConnell 1st, Samantha Reeves 2nd.  

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell indicated approximately $5,600 in the bank, and Tim said that Cindy Fischer 
told him that the approved CNBDU funds should be coming soon. Tim said that a separate bank account for the 5K 
run/walk will be established once banks are reopened. Samir confirmed that the 5K run/walk consultant (Ben) has 
been paid and that amount reimbursed from last year's CNBDU allocation.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

Laura observed that there is a lot of litter in the neighborhood recently, and trash cans are getting overturned along 
Gilbert. Fred noted that two cleanups that had been planned through UC were canceled. A Social Distancing Cleanup 
was suggested, to occur befor ethe end of the month. Fred said that we could check on Keep Cincinnati Beautiful to 
find out when their next planned event is. Laura confirmed that Brew House's dumpster could be used, and Samir 
offered the use of his truck. This cleanup was planned to occur at 10 AM on April 25, 2020, to extend down McMillan
from I-71 to Brew House (Park Ave.), and along Gilbert from the Harriet Beecher Stowe House down to Phototype, as
well as portions of Taft Road or other locations depending on participation. A notice will be emailed to all WHBG 
members.

Communications & Membership – Fred Orth

Membership walks, as begun last month, have been postponed, and no new members have joined yet. Michael 
reported that Gary Dangel has been working with him towards separating the Mail Chimp account, currently shared, 
into a separate list for WHAC use (this account is how group emails are sent). 

Events – Samir Kulkarni

Samir posed the question of whether we should continue to pursue this, in light of pandemic restrictions that, among 
other issues, make fundraising hard to do. We had been working towards a race date of October 18, but recently the 
Flying Pig was rescheduled for October 11; the race consultant thinks this is still okay. Laura said that we may not be 
able to host large public gathering by then, and Michael asked whether it makes sense to postpone until spring of 
2021. Margaret noted that Oktoberfest has been canceled in Germany, which should be taken as an indication of the 
severity of these issues.

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni, Samantha Reeves

The Ashby is almost fully rented now, with a new tenant called Yeloatle opening their third location. This is a 
minority-owned plant store that began in Columbus, and Samir said that he has been talking to three other potential 
tenants for various locations that are all minority enterprises as well. Construction is continuing for the 11 workforce 
apartments at 722/724 McMillan, which should be done in September.
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First Financial Bank appears to be functioning, and Samir noted that they are set up with coworking spaces that can 
be borrowed, such as conference rooms, and features like available wifi. Laura said that she saw that brewing 
equipment was moved in to Esoteric Brewing recently. Samantha reported that WHRF has put in all fees and 
applications necessary for review of phase 2 for the Durner Building. They are still awaiting payment from the City 
for phase 1 (stabilization) as the last draw was submitted right as pandemic response orders went into effect. 
Samantha also reported that Milhaus Phase 1 is doing well, and is almost fully leased.

CNBDU – No Report

Other Matters:

Samir recused himself from presentation of the May Square proposal, due to his financial stake in the project; Laura 
Davis presented this on his behalf. The presentation was previously shared with WHBG members in an email, and 
sought WHBG support for a zoning change from T4N.SF to T5N.LS-O for property bounded by May Street, Taft 
Road, Crown Street, and I-71. This zone change will allow greater density of dwelling units and 4 stories rather than 
2, so that an apartment development of 134 total units can be added in two buildings (78 units would be located on the
subject parcel, the other 56 unit building would be on a parcel that is already zoned T5N.SS). Laura clarified that there
will be not street-level retail, and that despite the prelimnary renderings, there will be no roof decks.

Kate asked what might happen with the site if the zoning change is not approved. Samir came back to meeting to 
answer questions, and stated that both buildings are needed to make the funding work. If the 78-unit building cannot 
go where shown, then a larger building might have to go on the parcel, with parking only to the north. Michael asked 
whether there would be any need for additional varaiance(s) if the zone change is granted, and Samir said there should
be no need for variance. Kate asked what kind of pushback Solica Construction has had on this, and Samir said that 
there are two homes that have expressed they don't want to see development of this size nearby.

The building is planned to avoid geotechnical issues related to an existing tunnel that routes under the west end of the 
property, and also respects an existing 48” main that runs beneath Crown Street. Tim asked whether a letter of support
had been approved by WHAC; Laura responded that it has been presented to that body but a vote on such a letter will 
not be taken until the May 14th meeting. Kate asked whether there is enough projected growth to sustain this 
development, and Samir answered that there are new jobs in the area, within a walkable one mile to both sides of I-71,
and the City has done studies that show a lack of worforce and market rate housing, the demand is there.

Motion to issue a letter of support for the proposed zoning change was approved, Laura Davis 1st, Christina Hartlieb 
2nd, with abstention from Samir Kulkarni and from Samantha Reeves.

Margaret reported that the Resource Task Force is trying to get flyers out to neighborhood businesses that may lack 
internet access. They have raised over $3000 and spent about $400, but need more ideas on how to reach those in 
need. Laura said she can speak to a friend who is a resident at the Alms about placing flyers there, and Samir said that 
if information is emailed to him, he can pass it along to tenants, and Michael can send an email to all WHBG 
members.

There was some discussion to go over the status of local businesses, especially restaurants, regarding which are open 
or closed. Fred said that Green Man Twist should still open on May 1.

Tim reported that there was a letter delivered to our P.O.Box that came from a non-specific residents group (with 
return address of 1200 Victory Pkwy), and it contains a complaint that emergency vehicles are driving through the 
area with sirens on, without a clear reason. Samir suggested that this letter be forwarded on to the attention of Officer 
Kandace Roper-Issa.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 10:30 AM. 
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