
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  March 19, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Laura Davis
Christina Hartlieb

Samir Kulkarni
Tim MacConnell

Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:12 AM. Due to current events, this meeting was held as a video 
conference using Zoom software.

Minutes from the February 20, 2020 meeting were approved, Laura Davis 1st, Christina Hartlieb 2nd.  

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell indicated approximately $5,800 in the bank, and membership forms have been
sent out to four potential new members. Michael noted that regular members dues should also be coming in, and 
Samir said that he is expecting $1,000 from the Art Museum as a 5K Race sponsor. Tim asked whether the race 
should be set up as a separate account, Samantha commented that WHRF has done so in the past, and Samir agreed 
that a separate account should be established. It was unclear whether $1,500 that has been advanced to the race 
planning consultant has been reimbursed, as it should have been as part of last year's CNBDU funding; Samir said 
that he will ask Kathy Atkinson about this.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

Samir asked what we should consider our priority to be, and commented that we seem to be getting safer in general. 
Samir noted that as Millhouse Phase 2 is under way, construction fencing along McMillan seems to be too obtrusive, 
and there is room on Hemlock and Stanton; Samantha said she would pass along these concerns. Samantha said that 
WHRF has not heard from Model Group regarding their estimate for flower pot maintenance, and Laura said that 
there are some pots that should probably be gotten rid of.

Communications & Membership – Samir Kulkarni

Committee volunteers walked through the neighborhood in the past few weeks and spoke to four new prospective 
members. Fred Orth has let Samir know that older marketing materials have been found that can be updated; proposed
edits will be shared at a future meeting and reviewed by the Exectuive Committee. 

Events – Samir Kulkarni

The 5K route as finally approved includes the lakes; an info sheet has been put together that we can share. We are 
doing well on our overall budget, as costs for Police may be $1,300 in lieu of $3,000 and ambulance services might be
free; the total costs may be $10K rather than $15K. We still have a goal to raise $20K and need an active fundraising 
chair, and Samir suggested that Betty Waite might serve well. Samantha said that for the Street Food Festival, Emily 
and Betty were the primary fundraisers, and that it was time-intensive. Current sponsor commitments include Solica 
Construction, The Brew House, and The Art Museum; Samir said he will email other WHBG members to ask them to 
consider a sponsorship level.

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni, Samantha Reeves

Samir said that The Ashby is leasing up now, though we will see if current events have any effect, and the 11 dwelling
units at 722-724 McMillan should have residents that match the overall demographics of the neighborhood. First 
Financial Bank is still on schedule, as is Esoteric Brewing. Aperture may be opening later in the fall.
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Samantha said that WHRF is working on strategizing for the next steps at the Durner Building, which is otherwise in 
a holding pattern.

WHRF will be asking for a letter of support for its proposed CNBDU major and minor project requests, which this 
year will include site/parking lot improvements at the former Kroger building as the major project, and gateway 
art/signage as the minor project (which might also include improvements such as lighting to 5-Points Alley). 
Samantha agreed to present this more fully at the next meeting, and Michael asked that she prepare a PDF that can be 
distributed to members in advance of the meeting.

Tim asked for clarification regarding the status of the former Kroger lot, and Samantha stated that it is currently under
contract and will close in late May. Model Group is helping to acquire the land, but it is not clear yet how it will all 
unwind (historically the land and the building were separately owned). Samantha said this doesn't need to be shared 
widely yet, as she intends to present it to the WHAC during a future meeting, but it is not confidential. 

CNBDU – See Above

Other Matters:

Samir presented slides describing a proposed rezoning of parcels to the north and south of Crown Street near I-71 (to 
the southwest of Taft/May intersection). This would be 0.9 acres rezoned from T4N-SF to either T5N-SSO (Phase 1) 
or T5N-LSO (Phase 2), to allow new 4-story apartments with 134 units total. Current zoning would limit buildings to 
2.5 stories and 6 units per building. About 30% of units would be targeted for workforce housing with unit sizes 
ranging from 500 sf to 1200 sf, possibly with some smaller units. There is already a large anchor Peebles Corner, and 
this development could form another anchor at the western edge of our business district. 

This rezoning was intended to be presented at the April Planning Commission meeting but will likely be postponed by
at least a month. Michael asked what this might look like in context, and it can be seen that there is a T5N zone 
nearby, while the highway forms one boundary. Samir noted that the Area Council and WHBG tend to have different 
primary concerns, and he will be seeking a latter of support from WHBG specifically; Michael suggested that we be 
clear in such a letter that we are writing as a standing committee of the WHAC. Due to the low attendance of this 
meeting, the request for support will be made at the next meeting, and the presentation will be made available to 
WHBG members prior to then.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:55 AM. 
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