
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  January 16, 2020 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Keith Coombs
David Estep
Cindy Fischer

Christina Hartlieb
Samir Kulkarni
Brian Lowe

Tim MacConnell
Fred Orth
Michael Rountree

Samantha Reeves
Robert Stradtman
Greg Warner

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:08 AM.

Minutes from the November 21, 2019 meeting were approved, David Estep 1st, Greg Warner 2nd.  

Treasurer's Report by Tim MacConnell was that the only recent change has been that one membership dues was 
received that day. Tim does not yet have privileges as a signer for the bank account, needing assistance from Kathy 
and a copy of Minutes proving his election as an officer.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Samir Kulkarni

We had a program in partnership with WHRF that began last year, but Samantha confirmed that there won't be the 
same Youth Council program going forward. Samantha said that they are having discussions with Model Group to 
take over the watering of flower pots, as WHRF does have a goal to keep those pots in service.

Samir reported that there have been issues in the area near the Comfort Station, such as vandalism, trash can fires, 
even car tires slashed. Samantha said these need to be reported to police, and Tim asked how we might get our 
neighborhood officer to attend WHBG meetings again. David asked whether the building has cameras, but it does not.

Communications & Membership – Samir Kulkarni, Fred Orth

Samir said that Laura Davis is compiling a pamphlet, and Fred will lead the effort to get a list of businesses in WH 
and contact those who could become WHBG members.

Events – Samir Kulkarni, reporting for Laura Davis

We have been working with the race consultant to finalize the route with police, and getting input from Executive 
Committee as well as any who wish to participate by reviewing documents posted online. We have a sponsorship goal
of $20k. 

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni, Samantha Reeves

WHAC wrote a letter of support for a project at Lincoln & Gilbert as it was presented last year; it was not granted tax 
credits then and has not gotten a historic designation. It would include apartments that would be available to former 
incarcerated persons. On February 6th there will be a community presentation and a vote by WHAC Board, whether to
support Interfaith Hospitality Network's project at Oak and Melrose. This would be permanent supportive housing to 
help transition persons out of homelessness, and a descriptive handout was presented.

Samantha said that there is a new Health Center that will open in late February, with a focus on LGBTQ issues. 
Samantha also reported that The Alexandra is going into foreclosure, as approximately $500k was due in December to
U.S.Bank. There was to be a receivership hearing this morning. The Alexandra has about 73 units of low income 
senior housing.

Tim asked whether WH has an overall plan regarding the density of low-income developments, and Samir replied that
the Reinvestment Plan by WHRF addresses this. Samantha said that approximately 34% of new dwelling units in 
current or proposed projects are “affordable” and this can be seen in a spreadsheet from the Working Group.
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Keith Coombs introduced his new business “The Fix”, a coffee bar at 648 E. McMillan. Brian Lowe introduced 
himself as business development manager for First Financial Bank, who will be opening a branch office in the 
Paramount building next to CVS this March. William Johnson will be the branch manager, however he will be 
committed to regular meetings on the third Thursday each month and thus unable to attend WHBG meetings.

Samir noted that the McMillan corridor west of Peebles Corner has continuous development along the south, but gaps
along the north. The parking lot owned by U.C. is one issue, and PNC Bank does not appear to want to invest in their 
offices. Samantha said she can look into getting contact information for the U.C. lot.

Samantha reported that WHRF got bids back for streetscaping in front of Scholar House, and they may have money 
left over to deal with sidewalk issues at The Greenwich; she will report more on this later. WHRF is also seeking 
applicants for a part-time book keeper, up to two days per week. The Durner Building was granted historic tax credits,
and WHRF is working with Model Group on this. 

CNBDU – Cindy Fischer

Cindy is working on submitting the CNBDU Application, and will need signatures from WHBG officers after the 
meeting, as well as a copy of November's Minutes and attendance record.

Other Matters:

Christina said that Harriet Beecher Stowe House will reopen on February 1st, and will have fencing up this spring with
re-routed accessibility ramps.

Tim asked why flower pot maintenance is not turned over to the Parks Dept., noting that they will be more 
professional looking and we don't have the option of a youth program this year, due to WHRF limitations. Samir 
replied that the total cost would be approximately $5,000 to do so, and just keeping sidewalks clean is of higher 
priority. Brian said that as a member of the Short Vine association, he can ask how they have handled a similar issue.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:55 AM. 
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