
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  November 21, 2019 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Kathy Atkinson
Matt Cuff
David Crystal
Laura Davis

David Estep
Cindy Fischer
Christina Hartlieb
Samir Kulkarni

Tim MacConnell
Fred Orth
Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves

Alex Sherlock
Ciara Staunton
Greg Warner
Erin Wisecup

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:08 AM.

Minutes from the October 17, 2019 meeting were approved as amended, Greg Warner 1st, Matt Cuff 2nd. The 
requested amendment was to clarify, under Planning & Physical Development, that one letter of support was being 
sought by a different developer. 

Treasurer's Report by Kathy was that there had been no change since the prior month.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – (no report)

Communications & Membership – Fred Orth

The Cincinnati Preservation Association will be presenting an award for the renovations to the Comfort Station, as 
part of its annual meeting and awards ceremony. Fred asked that this be sent out as an announcment to WHBG 
members via email, and agreed to provide Michael with details.

Events – Laura Davis

Laura said that there was nothing new to report. Samir said that the 5k Run/Walk consultant will be meeting with the 
fire department in the next week, to get approval for a final route. 

Planning & Development – Samantha Reeves

Samantha reported that WHRF got its requested letter of support at the recent WHAC meeting. A letter of support for 
the former Dairy Mart site was not forthcoming, but Samantha suggested that we stay tuned on that. Stabilization 
work is under way at the Durner building, and there are issues pertaining to some of the windows due to the project's 
status as historic.

On December 4th, there will be a fundraiser for WHRF, with 20% of sales at Fireside going to them. On December 
18th, at 2:30 PM, there will be a talk by Dr. Elizabeth Yuko regarding the history of public washroom buildings at the 
former Comfort Station. Invest-In-Neighborhoods will be holding two more sessions if any others are interested in 
attending; Samantha has attended previous sessions.

Paramount Square spaces are finishing up, with storefront glass along the south side and some prismatic glass 
restored. A restaurant will occupy the corner, and Esoteric Brewery has a target date of May 7th, 2020 for opening. The
Scholar House has a target date of April 1st, 2020, for its opening. WHRF has finalized a lease for Sedalia Alley which
leads to the 5-Points Alley space, and will install removable bollards. Christina mentioned that restoration work is 
under way at the Harriet Beecher Stowe House, with investigations into the foundation conditions. 
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CNBDU – Cindy Fischer

Cindy made a motion to submit our proposed spending categories and amounts as noted in the meeting notice ($200 
for Beautification, $1,950 for Youth Engagement, $1,350 for Membership & Communications, and $100 for CNBDU 
dues). Motion was approved, Laura Davis 1st, Samantha Reeves 2nd. Kathy commented that it is likely that we will 
have access to these funds in February at the earliest.

Other Matters:

Elections were held and the voting was unanimous in favor of the prepared slate: President = Samir Kulkarni, 
Treasurer = Tim MacConnell, Secretary = Michael Rountree. 

Samir called attention to the fact that this is Kathy Atkinson's final year working with us, after approximately 25 years
of service to the community. Flowers, a card, and cake were presented so that the latter half of the meeting could be a 
party in her honor. Samir suggested that we might in the future establish an award in her name that we can bestow, 
whether that might be a free WHBG membership or something else.  WHBG members shared stories of interacting 
with Kathy over the years.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:30 AM, for informal social and cake. 
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