
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  October 17, 2019 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Kathy Atkinson
Matt Cuff
Gary Dangel
Laura Davis

David Estep
Cindy Fischer
Christina Hartlieb
Samir Kulkarni

Rainie Moody
Mary Pat Raupach
Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves

Greg Warner
Allen Woods

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:03 AM.

Minutes from the September 19, 2019 meeting were approved with no comments, Greg Warner 1st, Samir Kulkarni 
2nd.

Treasurer's Report presented as handout. Samir noted that we are awaiting NBD funds for the current year, which 
would result in a bank balance of approximately $7,000. Funding for the upcoming 5K Run/Walk as well as for other 
projects will need to be allocated. Kathy noted the bank account has grown with dues from new members, and said 
that a membership application form was needed from the Scholar House.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – (Officer Roper-Issa not present)

Samir observed that the WHRF is helping to maintain flower pots in the neighborhood, and on October 25-27 they 
will have youth and adult artists out to paint pots on location. Samir has a few pots on his properties which can be 
made use of.

Rainie commented that the side windows at Scholar House have been broken on three occasions, and is hoping that 
once lighting is installed things will improve. Scholar House should be opening in March or April of 2020. Rainie 
said she has not yet spoken with Officer Roper-Issa about these issues, and Samir said that he could give her contact 
info.

Communications & Membership – (Fred Orth not present)

Samir has spoken with Fred about how we might approach potential new members, and how to leverage upcoming 
events like the 5K Run/Walk.

Events – Laura Davis

Meetups are typically on the 4th Wednesday of each month, and will continue, with a new schedule to be developed.

Planning for the 5K Run/Walk is going forward, with a date set for October 18, 2020. A regular 5K course will be to 
the east of Gilbert, while a walking tour of some type will be to the west of Gilbert, as a simultaneous event. Overall 
budget will be approx. $15,000 which we hope to raise via sponsorships; Samantha advised that sponsorship requests 
go out in November, due to business budget cycles. There will be a charge for registrations, though we might opt to 
give some away, and we may have some branded T-shirts and water bottles available. Gary said that Zone 6 is 
working with us to develop branding, and that Ben Groh is a consultant with much experience. The 5K route should 
be established by November, and will have five stations along the way with live music and water stands. Allen asked 
about a registration web site, which will be developed by the race coordinator. Gary said our Facebook page will link 
to this, and Allen suggested that we at least create a splash page that redirects to the consultant's page. 

There was some discussion regarding registration price points and expected revenue. Samir said he was hoping for 
participation of 350+ persons at $50 registration, but Allen pointed out that tickets in Over-The-Rhine for a similar 
event were in the $30-$40 range. Gary stated that the Run For The Hills event in prior years has drawn 125 to 175 
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participants. Kathy noted that our goal for the first year could be just to break even. Samir suggested that pricing 
could be tiered, with extra swag at a higher fee, and we might incentivize early sign-up with a lower fee. Allen asked 
if there might be ways to control costs to get it to half of the $15k budget, and Samir said that the $15k number was a 
worst-case projection, we need to look for ways to get portions at a discount. Kathy suggested that this might create 
opportunities to engage new residents of WH, and Gary commented that we might see competition among businesses 
who form teams. Samir said that continuing planning will be by a dedicated committee, all planning up until now has 
been by Samir, Gary, Fred, and Laura. 

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni, Samantha Reeves

Samantha reported that WHRF got its requested letter of support for the Durner building, which has been submitted 
for tax credits. They are requesting two additional letters of support, and will hold an informational meeting on 
November 7 at the Bush Rec. Center. One project is near Green Man Park and Divine Day Care, while the other is at 
the former Dairy Mart site. Laura stated her opposition to tax abatement, and Gary asked whether we might be able to
draft a conditional letter of support that excludes tax abatement.

Samantha will be attending a Leadership Series event “Board Basics” hosted by Invest In Neighborhoods, and also 
listed some other upcoming events in October that are described on WHRF's web site. Samir announced that the 
Rainsley Building has been purchased and is now in a developer's hands. The Millhouse building will be completed in
three stages, with the front portion to complete in Spring, while the rear portions are leasing already. A restaurant 
tenant is being sought for the southeast of Peeble's Corner, and the new brewery at the Paramount Building is on track
to open in the Spring.

CNBDU – Cindy Fischer

The approved amount for neighborhood operating funds for this year is $3,600, down from $3,800 last year. Cindy 
asked whether we should submit for the same spending categories, aside from the fiber-optic pole lease which has 
been terminated. In order to cast a vote on the proposed categories and amounts, a notice will need to be sent out by 
October 21st that announces the categories and serves as 30-day advance notice of this vote; accordingly, Samir and 
Cindy will discuss outside of this meeting and notify Michael (Secretary).

Other Matters:

Elections will be held during the upcoming November meeting. The nominated slate of candidates was determined to 
be as follows: President = Samir Kulkarni, Treasurer = Tim MacConnell, Secretary = Michael Rountree. A notice will 
be sent out 30 days prior to this meeting to announce this slate and the upcoming election of officers, and Michael will
add this information to the web site as well.

Gary commented that the Street Food Festival was a big success, including our booth with the henna tattoos.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:50 AM. 
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