
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  September 19, 2019 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Kathy Atkinson
Gary Dangel
Laura Davis
David Estep
Cindy Fischer

Jermaine Mathews
Samir Kulkarni
Anne Leeman
Tim MacConnell
Rainie Moody

Fred Orth
Mary Pat Raupach
Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves
Felicia Sullivan

Matt Tolos
Greg Warner
Allen Woods

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:05 AM.

Minutes from the August 15, 2019 meeting were approved with no comments, David Estep 1st, Greg Warner 2nd.

Treasurer's Report was that there has been no new funds coming in or going out in the past month. The final NBD 
Report was submitted back in July, showing a remaining balance of $12, but thus far the City has not requested that 
this remainder be returned. For the year, we have taken in about $1,000 of membership dues, which represents about 
half of our goal for 2019, though the year is not yet over. Kathy reminded us that a new Treasurer must be appointed 
due to her retirement, and the executive committee may have a candidate in mind. As an elected position, it was noted
that elections will occur in November, with a slate of candidates to be presented at the October meeting.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – (Officer Roper-Issa not present)

Laura said that at the recent WHAC meeting it was reported that approximately 260 vehicles in the area have had 
windows smashed, apparently by a group of teenagers. It was suggested to not keep vehicle insurance or registration 
in the vehicle. They appear to be checking trunks and other out-of-sight locations for anything valuable, and may not 
be checking for unlocked door handles but just breaking glass regardless.

Gary reported that there was a shooting near the UDF last week, and Laura noted that the UDF is struggling. Kathy 
said that Talbert House was seeing problems around an apartment building that they had at one time expressed interest
in acquiring. Kathy said that the WHAC at the time had voted against this acquisition by Talbert House, but wondered
whether that was the best call. As the issues are centered around Victory Parkway, Kathy suggested that East Walnut 
Hills and WH representatives need to come together to address them; Samantha said that WHRF can help to facilitate 
this cooperation.

Communications & Membership – Fred Orth

Samir and Fred will be getting together to organize efforts to reach out to potential new members. Samantha said that 
she has spoken with other parties who commented that the second-floor meeting location poses some accessibility 
challenges, and Kathy added that there has been no survey in recent years to consider what the best meeting time and 
place would be.

Events – Laura Davis

The next meetup will be at Fireside Pizza on Sept. 25th from 6 to 8 PM, roughly. Meetups are typically on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month. Laura asked that we comment on it and share on Facebook to generate interest and 
awareness. Gary commented on the Food Forest program that will happen on the same day, in the former Kroger 
parking lot, as there will be some demonstration of food preparation. This is intended to show how to use the fresh 
ingredients that can be purchased in the monthly Noir Market / PopUp Produce, which will take place on Saturday 
Sept. 21st from 10 AM to 4 PM, in the same parking lot.
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The Street Food Festival will be taking place on Saturday, September 28th, along East McMillan between Kemper and 
Gilbert. There will be an expected 15 food trucks. Samir said that we need to identify volunteers to man the booth that
we will be sharing with WHAC, and pick an activity or two that we can host. Following discussion of some options, it
was decided that henna tattoos and giant jenga would be the activities, and several members volunteered for discrete 
time slots.

We have committed to the 5k run next year, with a consultant on retainer. Four volunteers are needed to oversee this 
event, with an initial meeting set up for October 7th to discuss the date and time of the run, the route, etc. The goal will
be to get 350 participants. Gary said that he has spoken with Frankie about permission to use the name/branding of 
“Run For The Hills”, and Samir replied that we need to get this permission in writing. It was suggested to host an 
after-party in Green Man Park, as well as to do a community clean-up effort the week prior. Samir noted that it may 
be difficult to cross Gilbert, so the route may stay to the east, but that there could be a secondary event like a 
scavenger hunt on the west side, for those that prefer a slower pace. 

Planning & Development – Samir Kulkarni

The Scholar House is a new member; Samir asked Rainie Moody and Felicia Sullivan (both with Cincinnati Union 
Bethel) to speak about the program. They are taking pre-applications now, for the 44 apartments across the street from
the former Kroger building, and have about 20 already. Application can be made through CUB's web site, at 
www.cubcincy.org. These are intended to go to single parents enrolled in college, and are affordable housing units 
together with 5-star-rated child care. Cincinnati Union Bethel is providing support services, and child care staff will 
move into the building on March 20th, 2020. Gary asked about employment opportunities, and Rainie said that there 
are openings and that WH residents would be given priority. There is also first floor retail space with no tenant yet.

Samantha reported that WHRF has recently submitted for gap financing and tax credits for the Durner building, which
is planned to have 9 residential units above first-floor tenant office space (with 2 of these units reserved for low-
income). This project could be completed in the next year, depending on funding.

CNBDU – Cindy Fischer

The approved amount for neighborhood operating funds for this year is $3,600, down from $3,800 last year. Kathy 
noted that this is not a large amount, and we might need to consider pooling resources with East Walnut Hills in order 
to make it count. Cindy said that we will need to discuss our spending categories at the next meeting so that we can 
request these funds.

Other Matters:

There will be some public discussion of a proposal for the former Dairy Mart site, on October 3rd from 6 to 9 PM at 
the Bush Recreation Center. This is in advance of the WHAC meeting, at which a letter of support from WHAC will 
be requested.

Laura called attention to the possibility that we might not see Kathy Atkinson at future meetings, due to her 
retirement, and expressed congratulations to Kathy for all the work she has done over the years to get everyone into 
the room, with both WHBG and WHAC, and to keep those organizations running.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:58 AM. 
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