
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group
Minutes

Minutes:  August 15, 2019 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Brieyanna Braxton
Matt Cuff
Gary Dangel
David Estep

Jin Kim
Samir Kulkarni
Mark Leeman
Patrick Rohs

Officer Kandice Roper-Issa
Michael Rountree
Samantha Reeves
Matt Tolos

Greg Warner

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order by Samir Kulkarni at 9:05 AM.

Minutes from the July 18, 2019 meeting were approved with no comments, David Estep 1st, Greg Warner 2nd.

Treasurer's Report not made as Treasurer was not present, but Samir Kulkarni said that it would be distributed by 
email.

Committee Reports:

Safe & Clean – Officer Roper-Issa

Current crime statistics were handed out. Most crime is down compared to previous years, aside from rape and auto 
theft. A recent homicide at Wayne & May Street is still under investigation. Officer Roper-Issa said that 
redevelopment in general seems to be helping the neighborhood, but it does have the effect of displacing unwanted 
activity to other nearby locations. People new to WH, whether workers or residents, may be unaccustomed to street 
activity and report more activity.

Matt Tolos asked if there was a number that we should call if we see possible illegal activity. Officer Roper-Issa gave 
her own number as 569-8654, or Sergeant George as 569-8655, and there is also the general Police number 765-1212.
Officer Roper-Issa's email address is kandice.roper-issa@cincinnati-oh.gov.

Gary asked about potentially disruptive activity on Gilbert around Peeble's Corner. Officer Roper-Issa said that street 
vendors should have the required permissions and are operating during the correct hours, but noted that the former 
Kroger parking lot is private property and now managed by the WHRF, who would need to establish rules.

Mark requested clarification of the increase in rape, and Officer Roper-Issa said that the categories refer to the way 
each crime was reported, even if it turns out to be something else (such as a domestic issue or prostitution) later. Auto 
thefts may reflect vehicles that were stolen elsewhere but then dumped in WH. Five juveniles have been arrested in 
connection with auto thefts.

Officer Roper-Issa said that the Police will resume handing out pink notices to parked cars that have visible valuables 
in them, to try to reduce thefts from autmobiles. The National Night Out is coming up, but WH has not typically 
participated.

Samir noted that the flowerpots that are being maintained through our partnership with the WHRF's youth program 
will be repainted; Samantha said WHRF was able to get some funding from the City.

Communications & Membership – Samir Kulkarni (Fred Orth not present)

Samir said that he and Fred Orth are developing a plan to contact all businesses in the neighborhood, and will have 
more to discuss when Fred is back in town.

Core Clay (Laura Davis) is taking on two interns, and is willing to assign one of them to serve half-time as a social 
media manager for the Business Group. This will amount to about 13 hours per week, through the end of the year. 
Michael noted that this is a position for which we have secured CNBDU operating funds in the past, and may do so 
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again this year, but it may be dependent on timing of CNBDU approval as to whether the invoices will be eligible for 
reimbursement. The expected outlay will be $500.

Events – Samir Kulkarni (Laura Davis not present)

Upcoming monthly Meet-Ups will happen at the Brew House, assuming that the Comfort Station is not ready to 
handle such a gathering yet. We are locking in a date for a 5K Run/Walk next year, as funds have already been 
committed towards it. There will be many tasks for which volunteers are needed, and we hope to attract 500 runners. 
We will need to raise approximately $10,000 in total, having about $2,500 already. Matt Cuff reminded us that we still
have some credit with KN8 (printer) that we can make use of.

At the upcoming Street Food Festival on Sept. 28th weekend, we will share a booth with WHAC and will need to host 
some form of interactivity; Samir suggested that we offer henna tattoos.

David said that in 2020 he is hoping to see a Pop-Up Gallery hosted in various spaces in WH, perhaps once each 
quarter throughout the year. Preferably the host space would offer drink service; Samantha suggested that Laura Davis
might have a list of possible hosts. The brewery is expected to open in the spring or summer of 2020.

Planning & Development – Patrick Rohs

Patrick presented an overview of his work with the City's “Tableau” system, with the goal of recording at least one 
point of contact for each commercial property within WH. Sites with some availability should be recognizable with a 
different color dot or highlighting; Samir said that we should work with a Real Estate agent to get a tie-in to their 
MLS system. Patrick is working on preparing the map for integration into the WHRF and WHBG web sites. Gary 
asked whether updates to the map could be automated, but Samantha replied that it will be best to have responsible 
human intervention. Patrick noted that the map is tied to the spreadsheet, so changes just need to be made in that 
source file. Patrick also said that the free version of Tableau is sufficient for our needs, and anyone can get it.

CNBDU – no report

Other Matters:

Gary announced that Fred Orth had given him new window cling decals to distribute to current members, and these 
were picked up by several in attendance.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 9:42 AM. 
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