
Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group

Minutes

Minutes:  August 18, 2016 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Jeff Brewster
Kim Coleman
Mike Cornette
Matthew Cuff
Adam Curry

Chris Davis
Cindy Fischer
Pauline Flowers
Walt Gibson
Anteia Greer

Antoinette Jones
John A. Karo
Toni Miller
Fred Orth
Officer Kandice Roper-Issa

Michael Rountree
Greg Warner
Kevin Wright

 

Opening:
Meeting called to order at 11:40 AM, with an invitation for new faces to introduce themselves. Anteia mentioned that Dohn 
School has a program aimed at providing work experience which is based on a stipend for a one-month period, and which is free 
to prospective employers.
Minutes from meeting on June 16 (vote deferred from previous meeting) were approved, Greg Warner 1st, Cindy Fischer 2nd. 
Minutes from meeting on July 21 were approved, following a clarficiation that not all of the approved CNBDU funding of 
$4,350.00 was reimbursed based on actual invoices collected by the due date; Kim Coleman 1st, Matthew Cuff 2nd.

Committee Reports:

Safety – Officer Roper-Issa
A handout of crime statistics was presented. There has been a recent uptick in robberies and breaking & entering at local 
businesses, with a lack of cooperation from potential witnesses. Officer Roper-Issa has spoken with Detectives Bender and 
Gleckler regarding cameras that might be useful in such cases are either missing or not operable; she said that the Police are 
willing to examine the status of your locks and lighting to offer suggestions.
Chris asked for clarification regarding the City's specifications for cameras; Officer Roper-Issa said that private owners can 
purchase compliant cameras and have the City perform some amount of monitoring, not 24/7 but as available. Officer Roper-Issa 
agreed to provide more information at the next meeting.
Kevin asked whether the recent heroin drug bust near the Greenwich will have further effect, if drugs were being stored for sale in
the neighborhood. Officer Roper-Issa said she was unsure whether there is any direct connection but was fairly sure he was 
selling in Walnut Hills, and that he should be locked up for a long time.

Membership – Jeff Brewster
With the change of the fiscal year to be July 1 through June 30, memberships are due for renewal. Those who have 
paid to renew since January 1 will be carried forward with expiration in June 2017, while others have expired as of 
the end of June 2016. Jeff presented a handout listing which members must renew for FY 2016-17, as well as the 
renewal form.

Constitution/By-Laws – Jeff Brewster
A Draft of the proposed By-Laws for a separate Walnut Hills Business Association will be sent out to members for review and 
comment during the next 30 days. Significant features were mentioned, including adoption of the July-to-June fiscal year for all 
business, the addition of a Vice President elected officer, and staggering of officer terms to have 2 of 4 officers elected each year 
for 2-year terms.

whbusinessgroup.org Page 1 of 2



Walnut Hills Area Council:  Business Group

Minutes

Toni noted that until the new By-Laws are in effect, the Business Group as part of the WHAC must still elect officers in 
November; Jeff put forward a request to suspend that election, as those elected terms would expire soon thereafter with the 
expected adoption of the new By-Laws. Chris and Toni both expressed reservations regarding this proposal and said that the 
WHAC would not be likely to favor such a suspension. Michael noted that the other option is just to hold two elections within the
same year, once under old By-Laws and then again under the new By-Laws. Chris said that holding multiple elections would not 
be a hardship. In light of the discussion, Jeff withdrew his request to suspend elections.
Kevin asked why the election cycle should coordinate with the fiscal year, noting that the City adopted the July-June Fiscal year 
for the opposite reason, so that new administrators have 6 months of lead time to deal with budgets. Jeff noted that we tend to 
spend about 2 months of budget planning that begins in August due to the City's funding cycle.
In terms of the process, the By-Laws must be complete and approved prior to submitting Articles of Incorporation, which are 
needed prior to obtaining 501c-3 status. A handout was presented showing the “Event Time Line FY 2016-17”, indicating that 
feedback from members will be collected up until the September meeting, with a final version to be put forward for a vote of 
adoption in October. Chris said that we should think of it as a new group forming and not a transition of an existing group, and 
Kevin said that we should not bother with asking for changes to the WHAC's By-Laws or procedures.

Finance – Jeff Brewster
William Johnson is no longer employed with PNC Bank, but will continue to serve as Treasurer. No Treasurer's Report was made.

Cindy reported that the CNBDU allocation for this year will be $4,600.00, for which we need to identify our proposed
spending categories. Cindy noted that we have ongoing expenses of insurance, fiber optic pole lease, and CNBDU 
dues themselves, but we must allocate the remainder. CNBDU dues will be increased from $50 to $100 this year.

Beautification – Jeff Brewster
We currently spend much of our CNBDU operating funds on flower pots, of which there are 28 throughout the 
neighborhood, with 12 clustered around Peebles Corner. The Parks Department will maintain pots at a total cost of 
$400 per pot, with the City willing to cover $200 of that cost for up to 20 pots. Jeff proposed that pots be spread along
McMillan and ask businesses to adopt a pot to split the cost. It was asked whether signage indication sponsorship 
could be done as an incentive; Toni said that we should ask Gary Dangel as he has been looking into similar issues 
regarding the Gilbert medians. Jeff requested that the Beautification Committee present a plan for consideration at a 
future meeting.

Planning & Physical Development – Kevin Wright
The new northbound onramp to I-71 from MLK should be opened within the next 90 days, so that the McMillan ramp can be 
closed temporarily. McMillan will become 2-way extending to the current on-ramp in May, when both ramps will be in service.
Kevin noted that another developer (not via WHRF) has secured NOFA funding of $1 million for a project near the Firehouse and
at Concord & McMillan. This project will include a total of 19 apartments and 4 business tenant spaces.

Education / Workforce Development – No Report

Other Matters:
The community Reinvestment Plan is being edited based on feedback, and should be presented at the September WHAC and BG 
meetings, after having been presented to the Executive Committees of those bodies.
Fred gave an update on Green Man Park, saying that carving will finish in October, planting will be done in the fall, and a 
dedication will be held next spring.
Anteia asked for volunteers to help with a welcoming committee for the first day of school, from 7:20 to 8:15 AM on August 29th.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 1:00 PM. 
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