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Minutes:  July 21, 2016 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Jeff Brewster
Mike Cornette
Adam Curry
Gary Dangel

Kathryne Gardette
William Johnson
Linda Matthews
Toni Miller

Fred Orth
Mary B. Rhodes
Michael Rountree
Joe Sandmann

Betty Waite
Greg Warner
Officer Kandice Roper-Issa
Sgt. Douglas Neack

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order at 11:30 AM, with mention of a summer-only cadet program for youth aged 15-18, as well as 
a year-round explorer program for those aged 14-21.
Minutes from meeting on June 16 were not presented for approval, vote deferred. A limited number of printed copies 
will be made available during the next meeting. Michael commented that the new web site will soon be active, and 
going forward the Minutes will be available there.

Committee Reports:

Safety – Officer Roper-Issa
A handout of neighborhood officer's contact information was distributed. A recent theft at CVS has been dealt with, 
and suspicious activity or loitering has been decreasing at St. James pocket park, though activity has been increasing 
near Ashland. While serving a warrant at 2525 Victory and investigating a shooting that the victim claims to have 
been accidental, illegal guns and drugs were found,  and eviction notices are now being served. Kathryne asked 
whether there is an agreement regarding security at the Alms (2525 Victory), and Officer Roper-Issa said the police 
have cut back their overtime hours, and it can be expensive to maintain police presence. She was not aware of any 
other security, but will check into it.
There was a recent robbery at the Brew House, as well as Fireside Pizza where money from the tip jar was stolen. 
Officer Roper-Issa asked to be notified even in the case of lesser activity, that might not get reported, and she said to 
let her know if vehicles are being left with valuables inside, visible.
Jeff said that safety is more than just a Police responsibility, and proposed some form of structured surveillance 
program using cameras and lighting maintained by property owners. Jeff suggested that we could be more proactive 
and have an offline conversation about this. Officer Roper-Issa said that she can get the City's specifications for 
equipment and footage capture, if we wish to make footage available to police.

Constitution/By-Laws – Jeff Brewster
The committee's goal was to present a draft this month, but progress has been slow. A first draft has been produced for
Executive Committee review, and it is hoped that it can be presented next month. Participation will be welcomed if 
any others wish to assist.

Finance – William Johnson
Treasurer's Report was given as handout printed on reverse side of meeting agenda; motion to accept this report made 
by Mike Cornette 1st, Joe Sandmann 2nd was approved. Reimbursement from CNBDU for $4,350.00 of approved 
expenses is expected within the next month.
Fred spoke about Green Man Park, for which volunteers and donations are needed. One can donate at 
www.gcfdn.org/greenman.
Membership – No Report

Planning & Physical Development – Joe Sandmann
The WHRF is getting the ball rolling with regards to the approved CNBDU minor project, which is gateway signage 
design. There will be a committee at large that they will organize. Jeff said that there has already been some amount 
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of signage design investigation done previously; Joe said that this work will be used. Project funds are for design only
(which can include pursuing pricing for installation); a prior proposal was not approved, that had contained both 
design and installation. Kathryne asked that there be some method of gathering feedback from affected businesses.
Gomez Salsa will begin hiring soon, and they are connected to the job bank. Work is starting at White Whale and 
Landlocked based on their approved Facade Improvement grants. Brief mention was made of Art Out Loud, Music 
Off McMillan, and the Street Food Festival coming up in October, for which sponsors are needed. 
WHRF is working on a management approach for the 5-Points Alley, to allow it to be reserved for public events. They
wish to keep it free for community groups, but there may be expenses such as equipment rental, staff help, or cleanup.
Kathryne said that a cleanup fee should be charged regardless.

Education / Workforce Development – No Report

Beautification – No Report

Other Matters:

The community Reinvestment Plan was discussed; it is being revised based on feedback and will be presented once 
more to the WHAC at a future date. Jeff said that at the business-focused meeting on July 7, there were a lot of 
concerns raised, and he received many follow-up calls thereafter. Kevin Wright had indicated an intent to seek City 
approval by September, but Joe said that it won't be presented to the City until after it goes before the WHAC. 
Kathryne noted that there were few late-hours businesses present on July 7, as the meeting was held at 9:00 AM.
Toni asked for clarification regarding the kinds of concerns raised; Jeff replied that many individual business and 
property owners were seeing for the first time depictions of specific development on their property. Jeff asked whether
the plan was to try to buy out properties, but Joe said the goal is not to buy them out but rather just to guide whatever 
development naturally happens. It was made clear that no sense of “eminent domain” is intended. Jeff said that the 
plan presented looks fabulous, but he cannot sign off on it today.
Speculators have been observed appraising buildings like Johnny's Market; Toni warned that they can be misleading 
and may convince some to sell. Kathryne said that we should get the business card of anyone believed to be engaged 
in such speculation, and take that information to the WHRF, as well as consider barring them entry to the premises.
Michael asked whether any Zoning changes would be required by the plan; Kathryne responded that current Form-
Based Code transects do allow what has been shown. Toni said that we will be notified of any proposed Zoning 
changes.
The new website is live, at wearewalnuthills.org – content is still needed, and it will be demonstrated at the next 
meeting.
Jeff gave an update on the WiFi proposals from PowerNet and Cincinnati Bell, noting that the comparison is not 
apples-to-apples. The company that performed installation of the Fiber-Optic back in 2006 will investigate and report 
on its status and usefulness. Cincinnati Bell seems more interested in getting Fiber-Optic service to business 
customers, and offers the wireless access points as an extra; this approach would create zones of coverage based on 
customer AP proximity. PowerNet seems to be aimed first at creating contiguous WiFi coverage, not just near 
businesses but also in residential areas. Avondale is going to cover an area that is not currently a business district with 
a contract for 3 years, hoping that business develops in order to support it. Kathryne said that the Zoo is just starting 
to figure out how to utilize the information they are gathering, via their PowerNet implementation.
Gary presented a flyer for the upcoming 5k Run For The Hills, for which sponsors are still needed.
Kathryne asked why the regular meeting time had been changed to 11:30 AM; Jeff said that we wanted to see if the 
meeting time made an impact on participation, but it seems not to have made any significant change. We are open to 
other times, and Kathryne said that she is willing to contact all members to survey for best meeting time.
Kathryne announced that Gary Dangel has approx. 45 paper plate artworks on display at Miller-Gardette, and visitors 
can vote for their favorites.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 1:00 PM. 
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