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Minutes:  June 16, 2016 - Walnut Hills Area Council: Business Group Meeting
Taken by Michael Rountree, Childress & Cunningham, Inc.

Attendance:

Jeff Brewster
Michael Rountree
Greg Warner
Dale Payton

Rita Stull
Linda Matthews
Tim MacConnell
Gary Dangel

Betty Waite
Joe Sandmann
Kevin Wright
Fred Orth

Kathryne Gardette
Mike Cornette
Aimee Shinkle
Garette Hughes

 

Opening:

Meeting called to order at 11:45 AM, with mention by Betty of a 3-mile Spirit Walk that is part of a 1-Million-Step 
Challenge, a competition amongst five communities for a prize of exercise equipment that would go to the Bush Rec. 
Center; those interested can register at govibrant.org.
Minutes from meetings in March, April, and May were distributed as printed copies, for review and approval. Motion 
to accept the Minutes from March 17, 2016, made by Michael Rountree, 2nd by Aimee Shinkle, was approved. Motion
to accept the Minutes from April 21, 2016, made by Michael Rountree, 2nd by Joe Sandmann, was approved after 
discussion; Kathryne Gardette noted that the mention of current By-Laws being used to “deny” our vote should be 
changed to say that they “limit” the Business Group's vote in certain matters. Michael noted in reply that the purpose 
of the Minutes is to record the substance of what was said during the meeting, not to correct possible mis-statements. 
Such correction or further discussion would be reflected in subsequent meeting Minutes. Motion to accept the 
Minutes from May 19, 2016, made by Michael Rountree, 2nd by Joe Sandmann, was approved.

Committee Reports:

Membership – Tim MacConnell
Our newest member is Subway. Tim is finishing up a proposed marketing flyer that will be presented next month, 
though he stressed that personal interaction is best. Jeff issued a challenge for each current business member to bring 
one non-member business to a meeting. Motion to change the membership dues renewal date from January 1st to July 
1st was approved, Tim MacConnell 1st, Kathryne Gardette 2nd.

Planning & Physical Development – Kevin Wright
There was bad news in that the sought-for low income tax credits were not awarded for the Scholar House proposal, 
despite the application's perfect score. This will delay the project until next year, at least.
There is also good news, as Just Q'in opens this weekend in the Trevarren building; they have hired many from 
Walnut Hills. Also, both major and minor project applications have been approved for CNBDU funding. These 
projects include stabilization at 722 & 718 E. McMillan, with construction to start at the former Comfort Station 
within 6 months, and a Gateway Signage design study.
There was to be a press conference regarding the Durner Building on Monday, for which the City is contributing 
$500k towards redevelopment. Permits and financing have been secured for a building on Chatham. Gomez Salsa 
may have a July opening. The area from Chatham to Peebles Corner will become a retail node distinct from 
Trevarren, and Paramount Square is on track to be funded within the next year, though it remain a question of what to 
do in lieu of the Scholar House project.
The Community Reinvestment Plan will be presented for public input on June 25th at Douglass School, as well as at a 
“Connector Meeting” on July 7th, which will be a smaller gathering but will feature the same information.
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Safety – No Report 

Constitution/By-Laws – No Report

Finance – Jeff Brewster

The remaining $1,800.00 of CNBDU operating funds for this fiscal year must be encumbered by June 27th 
in order to gain reimbursement. Funds may be re-allocated amongst the approved spending categories. It 
was agreed to remand this to the Executive Committee, to direct final expenditures before the deadline. 
Potential expenditures include flyer publication for the Membership Committee and requested support for 
Green Man Park.

Education / Workforce Development – No Report

Beautification – No Report

Other Matters:

“Art Out Loud” will feature spoken-word poetry, to be held on June 24th. “Music Off McMillan” will be held July 22nd,
beginning at 9:00 PM at the Greenwich.

Presentation by Cincinnati Bell
Rob Scott and Garrett Hughes from Cincinnati Bell were invited to speak about their company's Light Up Cincinnati 
initiative. Jeff introduced them, saying that we were ahead of the curve years ago when we had fiber-optic cabling 
installed, but we are behind now. Cincinnati Bell will be installing fiber-optic trunks that serve hubs that can act as 
WiFi Access Points (APs), estimating 7 to 10 years business case to achieve payback on the install cost. Analytics can
be gathered form each AP, including new versus returning users, demographics, traffic and visit duration, etc. They 
have about 400 APs installed and will add another 75 in 2016 in the Newport/Riverbend area.
All of their APs broadcast a common public SSID as “FiOptics Free WiFi”, though a privately-held AP can also 
broadcast a protected SSID for secure logons. Cincinati Bell would monitor and maintain all the APs, including 
replacement when necessary. Public users download a free app called “Connect Cincinnati” that serves up relevant 
content and promotions based on categories of interest and geographical proximity; customers of Cincinnati Bell can 
get some unique or special offers. 
In the past they have used some advertising budget to create hotspots such as at Findlay Market, but now they need to 
monetize the service. They are looking for business customers to sign on at approx. $110/month for a 24-month 
contract, which would include an AP plus 30mb down/10mb up fiber-optic bandwidth. They are looking at our 
existing fiber-optic infrastructure to determine if there is any potential tie-in.
Garrett also mentioned Sync (www.sync.city) as an example of kiosks that can be installed in urban areas to create 
hotspots, and their funding method which returns 10% of revenues back to the local municipality.
Meeting adjourned at approx. 1:10 PM. 
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